April 1, 2009
Dear 5th Grade and Junior High Parent:

The fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grade Religious Education programs will begin the week of September 28, 2009 and continue through March 2010. Please refer to the program calendar that is incorporated in this mailing. Classes will meet in St. Paul Interparochial School as follows:

Grade 5

Monday Evenings

The Four Pillars of Faith


6:00-7:00 pm

Grade 6

Monday Evenings

Old Testament




7:30-8:30 pm

Grade 7

Tuesday Evenings

Jesus in the New Testament


7:30-8:30 pm

Grade 8

Wednesday Evenings

Church History/Morality


7:30-8:30 pm

Students are required to sign a covenant with the Religious Education Office agreeing to attend each week, arrive on time and complete all assignments.  6th, 7th and 8th grade students will take a year-end exam that must be passed in order to progress to the next level of instruction. Attendance will also be factored into your child’s final grade. In order for your child to participate in the Confirmation preparation program in the 9th and 10th grades; grades 5 through 8 must be successfully completed. We also ask that parents ensure the children are prepared for each class: completed homework and that each week they bring their book, Bible and a pen or pencil. We provide a new Bible for each 6th grader and any new student in our program. 

HOME SCHOOLING: Parents may home school their own child, utilizing our established curriculum. Any parent who selects this option must attend all of our teacher faith formation sessions. At these meetings, materials will be provided to you for use in home schooling. During the year, a parish staff member will interview each home-schooled student in order to evaluate his/her progress. Home-schooled students must also fulfill community service and testing requirements.
COMMUNITY SERVICE: Students are also required to perform a total of 15 hours of community service while participating in the 6th, 7th and 8th grade Junior High Program. Community service hours may come from many sources within the parish, for example, altar serving, choir, volunteering for the Summer and Covenant programs. Hours may also be completed within the community, for example, through Smith School Volunteer Club, scouting, etc. A volunteer form is enclosed; if your child volunteers for the Summer Program, it is a commitment for all seven days of the program. There are a limited number of positions available; volunteer forms will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis. Ramsey Public School student volunteers will receive excused absences for June 24th & 25th. If your child volunteers for the Covenant Program, it is also expected that your child will commit for the entire program. A parent must certify that the community service has been performed by the time the child completes eighth grade. This requirement must be met before admittance into the Confirmation program. Please note that these hours are a Junior High Program requirement and do not count towards the hours required while participating in the Confirmation program.

REGISTRATION FORMS/PAYMENT: Please have your child sign the Covenant Agreement, tear it off and return to the Religious Education Office. The registration deadline for the Junior High Program is Friday, June 26, 2009. Registrations received after the deadline will be accepted only if space is available and then will be assessed a late fee of $50.00 per child. The tuition rate is $100 per child, maximum of $200 per family (which includes all children participating in grades K-8). Payment should accompany the registration form. Checks should be made payable to St. Paul Religious Education.

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE: We will have an Advent Reconciliation Service for all members of our parish, including children in grades 3-8, on an evening in December. This is a great opportunity for your child and family to prepare for the Advent and Christmas Seasons. We strongly encourage you and your child to attend. As details become available, they will be provided to you.














(over)















HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS: We expect the children to be on time for class and that they come to class prepared. Students are not allowed to wear hats or roller skate sneakers. I-pods and other electronic devices are also not allowed and will be taken away. If your child must carry a cell phone, the phone must be turned off or it will be taken away. If your child needs to leave class early and is being picked up by someone other than his/her parent, a signed permission note is necessary. 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: I am “Going Green”! Please provide your e-mail address by writing it on the registration form. Most of my communication to you, including teacher and classroom assignments, will be sent to you via email. To ensure receipt of my emails, please allow my address through your spam or bulk mail filter. If you feel you are not receiving emails from me, please check your spam or bulk mail folder.














INCLEMENT WEATHER: If class is cancelled due to inclement weather during the school year, there is no phone chain. Notification will be placed on our website. Look for the scrolling banner on the home page at www.stpaulparishlife.org.
VOLUNTEERS: Volunteers are needed to teach in this program. Please consider joining this rewarding ministry and sharing your faith, love and time with the children of our parish. Enclosed in this mailing is a volunteer form.

ACRE TESTING: The Archdiocese of Newark requires that we give a standardized test (called “ACRE”) to all students in the 5th and 8th grades (this test is in addition to the final exam for the 8th grade). The students are not individually graded; our program is assessed as a whole. Testing will be done during class time in the second semester. 

For further information or to volunteer, please call me at 327-8010 or email at dcampbell_reled@yahoo.com.

Sincerely,

Diane Campbell

Coordinator of Religious Education

Important Dates:
June 26—Registration Deadline

September 28—Classes Begin this week





December —Advent Reconciliation Service 7:30 pm—Date TBD
March  24—Lenten Reconciliation Service 7:30 pm



